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Further on Quadripartite Talks in Brazzaville 


RSA Reports Talks End 
MB0909113888 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 9 Sep 88 


[Text] The latest round of talks between South Africa, 
Angola, and Cuba in Brazzaville has ended, with the 
head of the South African delegation, Mr Neil van 
Heerden, reporting that significant progress has been 
made. He told newsmen before leaving the Congo ior 
South Africa that the South African delegation felt that 
the meeting in Brazzaville had again significantly 
advanced the peace process. He said that the parties 
would meet again soon to continue with negotiations, 
which are aimed at finalizing a timetable for the with- 
drawal of Cuban troops from Angola. 


Mr Van Heerden said that 1t was possible that the next 
round of talks would also be held in Brazzaville. The 
negotiating parties will issue a joint formal statement 
later. They worked late last night to wrap up the present 
round of talks. Mr Van Heerden said that the various 
sides will report back to their governments, which would 
Study the latest proposals raised at the meeting. 


‘Bilateral’ Contacts Noted 
MB0909123088 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 9Y Sep 88 


[Text] Another round of talks to bring about peace in 
southwestern Africa ended in the capital of the People’s 
Republic of Congo. Our correspondent Alberto de Sousa 
in Brazzaville has further details: 


[De Sousa] This round of talks was characterized by 
bilateral contacts between the four delegations from 
Angola, Cuba, South Africa, and the United States. So 
tar, there is no concrete information on the results of the 
talks, which took place in strict secrecy. 


Meanwhile, a joint communique 1s expected to be issued 
at the end of the talks, described by observers as very 
crucial. It 1s also expected that the heads of delegations 
will make statements before their departure. Discussions 
centered on the problem of the withdrawal of the Cuban 
internationalist troops from Angola and details of the 
implementation of the UN Security Council Resolution 
435/78 for Namibian independence. 


There was only one plenary session at the Palace of 
Congress in the afternoon of the day before yesterday. 
The bilateral session took place at the (Dumont Palas) 
Hotel in Brazzaville. The UN Secretary General envoy 
also contacted delegations here in Brazzaville. In the 
following hours, we expect to get more detailed informa- 
tion on the results of this round of talks. 
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Neil van Heerden, head of the South African delegation, 
left Brazzaville for his country this morning to report to 
the South African authorities on the results of the talks. 
The remaining delegations are expected to leave Brazza- 
ville this afternoon. 


Joint Statement Released 
MBO0909150088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1454 
GMT 9 Sep 88 


[Text] Pretoria Sept 9 SAPA—The following is text of 
the joint statement of delegations of the People’s Repub- 
lic of Angola, the Republic of Cuba and the Republic of 
South Africa in Brazzaville regarding the latest round of 
talks on Angola and SWA/Namibia, issued by the public 
relations division of the department of foreign affairs: 


Delegations of the People’s Republic of Angola, the 
Republic of Cuba and the Republic of South Africa, with 
the mediation of the government of the United States, 
met in Brazzaville September 7 to 9 to continue negoti- 
ations toward a peaceful solution of the conflict in 
southwestern Africa. 


These meetings were a resumption of the round of 
negotiations that began August 24 to 26 in Brazzaville. 


The parties noted tha: the understandings achieved in 
Geneva were implemented, that the South African forces 
had withdrawn by September |, and that the joint military 
monitoring commission is functioning satisfactorily. 


During the resumed round of negotiations, the sides 
expressed their views on the terms of a calendar for the 
redeployment to the north and the staged and total 
withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola to be agreed 
between the governments of the People’s Republic of 
Angola and the Republic of Cuba, as a part of a global 
negotiation. 


The parties have agreed to consider further the proposals 
brought to the table at this and previous meetings. 


All parties expressed the intention to intensify their 
efforts in this regard. 


They reaffirmed their commitment to November | as 
the target date for implementation for UNSCR [United 
Nations Security Council Resolution} 435 and agreed to 
resume negotiations as soon as possible at a venue to be 
agreed upon. 


The delegations expressed their appreciation for the 
invitation of the People’s Republic of the Congo and for 
the superb facilities and support extended by the Con- 
golese Government during the negotiations. 
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Cuban Troop Move North Cited 
LD0909213188 Paris International Service in French 
1800 GMI] Yy Sep ASS 


[Excerpts] The curtain has come down in Brazzaville on 
the sixth quadripartite meeting between Angola, Cuba. 
South Africa, and the United States. Even if people are 
already saying that a seventh meeting will be needed to 
move toward a settlement of the southwest Africa situa- 
tion, the participants think the one that has just ended 
has allowed much progress to be made. [passage omitted] 


Here 1s an exclusive interview given to France Radio by 
General Antonio Dos Santos Franca, chief of staff of the 
Angolan Armed Forces. As head of the delegation sent by 
Luanda, he was one of the main participants in the 
Brazzaville talks. General Franca, who once again 
strongly denied the rumor that there was an agreement 
between three of the parties—without the United 
States—to withdraw Cuban troops from Angola within a 
period of 30 months, gave his impression of the meeting. 
Here he 1s speaking to Farida Ayari: 


{Begin recording] [Franca] The general opinion ts that 
we have advanced a great deal. We have advanced 
because we have changed opinions, we have discussed 
several proposals, so we are on the right track toward a 
solution acceptable to all parties involved. 


{Ayari] There has been talk of an agreement on a 
30-month withdrawal. Can you confirm this rumor? 


[Franca] First of all, it is not true. Second, the parties 
have agreed not to talk about the subjects that were 
discussed. 


{[Ayari] There has been talk of a possible agreement on 
the redeployment of “uban troops to the north? Can you 
be more specific? 


[Franca] Yes. This is a gesture that we proposed because 
of speculation that the presence of Cuban troops very 
close to the Namibian border during the elections could 
create conditions that would not be good for free and 
democratic elections. This 1s why—so as to avoid any 
speculation—we have proposed moving the troops up to 
the 13th parallel. [end recording} 


De Moura Views ‘Final Phase’ 
MBO0909203588 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
LYPIVOGMT Y Sep AS 


[Text] Angola's deputy external relations munister, 
Venancio de Moura, [words indistinct] in an interview 
about [words indistinct]. Asked to comment on [words 
indistinct], Comrade Venancio de Moura said: 


tw 
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[Begin recording] [Moura] [words indistinct] not only 
since we began talking. Naturally, it 1s designed to reach 
a Satisfactory agreement, particularly to the countries 
(?affected) by war. Accordingly, Angola and its people 
have suffered from the occupation and aggression by the 
racist South African Army. 


Moreover, there 1s the question of illegally occupied 
Namibia. It seems that in fact there 1s an understanding 
today by the South African side, hence its presence at the 
quadripartite talks. That is, South Africa is one of the 
four sides seeking a satisfactory solution and peace in 
southwestern Africa. 


We have gone a long way. Practically, we have reached the 
final phase. This phase will continue to demand major 
efforts and a need for a better understanding of the 
interests of all sides, namely those most affected. However, 
we regard it as positive the fact that South Africa has been 
following this political desire, expressed by the People’s 
Republic of Angola, and Cuba, with the United States as 
mediator. Gradually, we have brought our positions closer 
in order to reach the final stage, permitting first, security, 
ind secondly, Namibia's independence. 


As you know, the People’s Republic of Angola has made 
(2concessions), and shown a commendable political 
desire. [words indistinct] toward that end because Cuba 
and Angola have agreed to gradually withdraw al! the 
internationalist forces from our territory. This is a ques- 
tion of principle. As we have stated (?we beiieve few) 
countries would have done it. 


Regarding your question whether we are closer to a 
solution, One does not ask a prisoner or a slave if he 
wants to be independentant and free today or tomorrow. 
However, [words indistinct] we in Angola want peace. 
and Namibia wants its independence. [words indistinct] 
[end recording] 


The Angolan-Cuban side does not object that the next 
round of talks will be held in Brazzaville, although this 1s 
not mentioned in the final communique. 


Meanwhile. the next round of talks will be held in the 
Congolese capital. Commenting on this, Deputy Minis- 
ter Venancio de Moura said: 


[Begin recording] We don’t see any inconvenience in 
[words indistinct] in Brazzaville. [words indistinct] [end 
recording] 


Joint Communique Issued 
VWBIOO9OSSS88 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0S00 GMT 10 Sep 88 


[Excerpt] Another round of quadripartite talks between 
Angola, Cuba, and South Africa—under U.S. media- 
tion—ended in Brazzaville, the capital of Congo. yester- 
day, and a joint communique was issued. The commu- 
nique says the parties are expected to resume talks at a 


FBIS-AFR-88-177 
13 September 1988 


venue and date yet to be fixed and points out that the 
delegations from Angola, Cuba, South Africa, and the 
United States have agreed to maintain | November as 
the date to start implementing UN Security Council 
Resolution 435/78 on Namibian independence. 


The joint communique also says that during the round of 
talks ended yesterday, the pariies noted that the agree- 
ments reached in Geneva have been implemented, 
including the agreement for withdrawing South African 
troops from Angolan territory before | September. 


The joint communique says the joint military control 
commission created within the framework of the quadri- 
partite talks 1s Operating satisfactorily, and the parties 
expressed their views On reaching an agreement on a 
timetable and movement toward the north of Cuban 
troops and their subsequent gradual withdrawal from 
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Angola. The communique issued yesterday points out 
that this process will be agreed upon between the Ango- 
lan and Cuban governments within the framework of the 
general negotiations. The delegations agreed to 
(?present) the positions reached at the round of talks 
ended yesterday, as well as in previous rounds. 


Angolan Deputy External Relations Minister Venancio 
de Moura told a news conference in Brazzaville yester- 
day the quadripartite talks to bring about peace in 
Angola and Namibian independence are in the last 
phases. The Angolan official said some progress has been 
reached after the latest Brazzaville meeting. As for a 
timetable for the withdrawal of Cuban troops from 
Angola, Venancio de Moura clarified that it was only up 
to the Angolan and Cuban governments to draft it as was 
agreed upon in New York and within the spirit of the 
Geneva Accord. [passage omitted] 
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Ethiopia 


Mengistu Gives Revolution Day Speech 12 Sep 
FA1209215088 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 0605 GMT 12 Sep 88 


{Speech by Ethiopian Provisional Military Council 
Chairman Mengistu Haile Mariam at a rally in Revolu- 
tion Square in Addis Ababa to mark the 14th Revolution 
Day—live] 


[Text] Dear working people of Ethiopia, dear sons and 
daughters of Ethiopia deployed at the war fronts to 
preserve the unity of our motherland and the welfare of 
our people, distinguished guests: 


It 1s now 14 years since we've ridden ourselves of the 
backward feudal system and, in pursuit of justice and 
social development, set out on a revolutionary path. 
Exactly 14 years ago today, the feudal regime came to an 
end, and the revolutionary path to development was 
cleared. One year ago today, the Republic in which the 
Ethiopian peoples have the mght to direct self-adminis- 
tration was declared. This day we commemorate our 
popular revolution as well as the anniversary of the 
popular party and the popular Republic, and this will be 
marked forever. 


The formation of the first ever People’s Democratic 
Republic of Ethiopia one year ago has brought to the 
people direct power to administer themselves. This has 
laid firm foundations for our hopes and efforts for 
progress. In the new PDRE, the working people make the 
plans and decisions toward their own progress, put them 
into effect, and benefit from the outcome. This confirms 
their constitutional rights, and it has been put into effect. 


The National Shengo, which embodies the highest 
expression of power in our country, has held two ordi- 
nary sessions and performed popular and important 
tasks. The entire population has been able to voice its 
wishes at the national level through its deputies. More- 
over, people are now able to exerc se power at autono- 
mous region, administrative area, and provincial level. 
This does not go as far as we wish, so Shengos will be set 
up in 3 autonomous and |! administrative areas by 
popular election this year [1988/89] and will take up 
their popular duties. 


In other areas, except in the northern part of our country, 
where a state of emergency was declared because of secu- 
rity problems, transitional arrangement will be made so 
that popular administration can be formed. According! y, 
this year, popular terntonal power will come into being 
consecutively. On the basis of the laws drawn up on the 
basis of the Constitution, the people are expected to 
participate democratically in planning and giving effect to 
their administration, and to progress in their areas with 
due regard for specific national conditions. 
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Although the leading factor in our country’s develop- 
ment 1s the internal situation, goodneighborliness with 
the countries around it and international peace contrib- 
ute greatly to its developme:.t. Much has been done in 
the past year toward this enc. Relations between our 
country and Somalia have been established. and the 
tension between us has been relaxed. We attach great 
importance to this. It has shown the advantages of 
solving conflicts peacefully, and holds our promise for 
future developments if our two countries work together. 


I congratulate everyone for the success of our long efforts 
to secure the release of our compatriots who were taken 
from their areas, and those who have been fighting for 
the security of their motherland, and who have been 
suffering for the last i! years in jails in the hands of the 
enemy. [applause 


We will never hesitate to do our share toward the success 
of ongoing efforts to improve relations between Ethiopia 
and Sudan, so that peace will reign in the area. If we 
genuinely look to the interests of our peoples, 1 is my 
strong conviction that the hoped-for good results can be 
achieved. 


The improvement in the weather and abatement of last 
year’s drought have created favorable conditions for 
implementing the plans for our country’s progress. So, if 
the improvement in the weather continues like this, and 
if we all work hard, it is our belief that. first of all, we will 
soon be free of the food shortage which made us a 
laughing stock. We also hope to show tangible results by 
speeding up existing development projects, which should 
make a great contribution toward the growth of our 
national economy. 


Regarding our country’s development. the political, eco- 
nomic, and social conditions which | have touched on 
are not the only ones in the past year: They can be 
considered positive but we also faced negative condi- 
tions inimical to constructive developments. The most 
alarming situation in our country was the persistent 
destroy and be destroyed assault against us by internal 
and external forces, aware that our people had reached 
the stage of being able to administer themselves and 
alarmed by the founding of the Peeple’s Democratic 
Repubiic. 


The damage caused by secessionists and bandits in the 
northern parts of our country seeking to achieve their 
mercenary objectives through a proxy war 1s immeasu- 
reable. They have caused loss of life and destruction of 
property, and attempted every possible kind of attack, 
seeking if possible to destroy the nation. There ts no 
tactic or ploy which has not been tried to ensure not 
Ethiopia's development but its downfall, not the unity 
and strength of its people. but its suffering and its shame. 
Every Ethiopian will recall that around the first half of 
the year, much was said about the activities of the 
terrorists and secessionists, the agents of anti-Ethiopian 
forces trading on the suffering of the Eritrean and Tigray 
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people. But they did not find the Ethiopian people weak 
or passive. In tact, the Ethiopian people, undismayed by 
their propaganda ploys and activities and well-prepared, 
mobilized in a short time throughout the country and 
confronted the great dangers facing them with a speed 
the enemy never expected [applause]. 


Our enemies’ arrogant stride has been halted through the 
combined efforts and might of the united sons of our 
country. 


During the formation of the Republic, the Shengo, which 
is the highest form of expression of peoples’ power, gave 
priority to the people’s peace and security, unity and 
progress and called for these objectives to be achieved. 
However, the response of the secessionists and terrorists 
was not what was expected, and so our focus in earlier 
months was on fighting the war. Although our plans and 
wishes, based on the constitutional decision of the peo- 
ple, were to build the Republic and prepare the ground 
for speedy progress, our major efforts were diverted 
toward the alarming threat to our motherland. As I 
mentioned earlier, and as we all know, we made a rapid 
popular move on the basis of the motto—-everything to 
the war front—and were able to humiliate our enemies. 


To sum vp, vur enemies’ bragging of yesterday has been 
subdued. Today it has once again been officially con- 
firmed that the Ethiopian people will never turn back 
from the preservation of their existence, history, and 
unity. Our people have won respect from many others 
for their unity of purpose. This has created confusion 
among their enemies. Although they faced every kind of 
danger from every direction, their enemies did not find 
our people ready to accept their evil objectives, and they 
will never find them so. [applause] Our people did not 
shy away or flinch, but rose to withstand the enemy with 
great indignation, strengthening their spirit and enhanc- 
ing their capabilities. And so it is today that our Revo- 
lutionary Army, the great strength of the Ethiopian 
people—who stand for peace, democracy, and social 
progress—and others who line up alongside, have 
repulsed the destroy or be destroyed objective of those 
promoting the mercenary war, and are now engaged in a 
mighty struggle to fulfill the popular objectives. 


The secessionists and terrorists, who are desperate, will 
not hesitate to endanger the life of any genuine citizen or 
damage any public, government, or private development 
installation. Therefore, the struggle must resist all these 
acts and prepare the ground for the implementation of 
our popular objectives, and so it 1s clear that the struggle 
will be a hard one. 


Dear compatriots, although those engaged in banditry 
and the forces behind them pile up different names and 
improvised reasons, it 1s very clear what they want. 
Ethiopia, with its ancient history, its anticolonial stand. 
its independence and refusal to bow down under any 
pressure, 1s today under popular power a great and 
mighty country heading toward economic independence 


nan 
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and self-confidence. They don’t want to see this, and that 
is why they are trying through destructive acts to weaken 
it. The enemies who organized, equipped, and deployed 
these mercenaries are those who threatened our grand- 
parents and great-grandparents for many centuries, who 
struggled to break Ethiopia up and destroy the Ethiopian 
entity. Although this attitude, arising from hatred and 
insecurity, 1s camouflaged, it should be clear to every 
genuine Ethiopian. Hesitation creates favorable condi- 
uuons for the enemy, so each and every one of us is 
expected to move ahead efficiently to discharge his 
national responsibilities. 


The acts and objectives of the bandits are to demolish 
and destroy. But our responsibility 1s not only to face 
their destructive attempts and rehabilitate those they 
have destroyed, but to act comprehensively to advance 
our society toward better Cevelopment. So we must 
ensure that our activities aie Commensurate with our 
historic mission. If we struggle with this strong spirit and 
ability, we can realize a united, respected, and strong 
PDRE whose people will administer themselves for 
enhanced social development [applause] 


Dear working people of Ethiopia: Even though much of 
Our attention at present is on fighting the enemy, it 
should not be forgotten for a moment that we are 
following a visible development path. The task for the 
year 1988/89 is to implement the plans set out by the 
national Shengo on the one hand, and on the other to set 
out a comprehensive 5-year plan after deeply studying 
our objective stage of development. It has been 
explained al various times that our country’s problems 
are temporary. Great efforts by all sectors have revealed 
our country’s enviable and yet untouched natural wealth. 
This is well known even to our enemies, and the persis- 
tent attacks are aimed at preventing Ethiopia from 
emerging from weakness and dependence. For if the 
national wealth 1s coordinated with peoples’ power and 
is developed, it is inevitable that Ethiopia will emerge 
from weakness and dependence. 


Our task today. therefore, is either to foil the enemy's 
plots and develop through our efforts, or to fall behind. 
The choice 1s clear, either to [words indistinct], to work 
together and rid ourselves of degradation and destitu- 
tion, or to think only of our individual needs and live in 
shameful poverty. The history of our present stand 
shows clearly that there is no choice. It 1s inconcervable 
that our future stand will be different from that of the 
present. Facing our problems together and solving them 
through joint efforts is our reliable popular stand and 
tactic. Our popular forums for popular constructive 
ideas are wide. Since it is through popular effort that 
popular objectives can be realized, there 1s no place for 
the hypocrisy of the enemy. 


As | pointed out earlier. this year will see severai 
(projects) carried out on the one hand, while on the 
other. and in line with the long-term development of 
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social progress, an exhaustive assessment will be con- 
ducted, appropriate plans set out, and bitter combat 
pursued with the messengers of doom. Our Party Central 
Committee very soon will formulate the appropriate 
directive concerning the latter. 


Therefore, we should struggle on all fronts with united 
Strength to implement the resolutions adopted by the 
second session of the national Shengo, and other direc- 
tives to be issued, in order to make the new year just 
begun fruitful and create favorable conditions for the 
advancement of our motherland. If we stand with unity 
of purpose and a feeling of genuine patriotism for 
practical deeds, there is no doubt that we can attain the 
goals that we have set. [applause] 


Let us be firm and march forward in unity to foil the 
conspiracies of the antipeace and antiprogress forces and 
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implement our popular objectives. Nothing comes 
before our unity, security, and national integrity. For 
this, to achreve, everything to the war front. Ethiopia 
first. Thank you. [applause] 


Prime Minister Attends DPRK Anniversary 


For media accounts of the visit to the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea by Fikre-Selassie W ogderes 
member of the Political Bureau of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Workers Party of Ethiopia and prime minister 
of the People’s Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. includ- 
ing his arrival and his talks with Kim Il-song. president 
of the DPRK and general secretary of the Workers’ Party 
of Korea, and other officials. please see the North Korea 
section of the 7 September DAILY REPORT and sub- 
sequent issues. 
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3 Detainees Seek Refuge in American Embassy 
MB1309142088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1314 GMT 13 Sep 8&5 


[Text] Johannesburg Sept |2 SAPA—Three emergency 
detainees took refuge in the American Embassy in Kine 
Centre at lunchtime today. 


They are: Acting UDF treasurer, Valli Moosa, Acting 
UDF publicity secretary. Murphy Morobe and National 
Education Crisis Committee chairman, Vus: Khanyile. 


Commentary Praises Pope's Remarks on Violence 
MB1 309052288 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0S00 GMT 13 Sep 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The world has long since come to know Pope John 
Paul, head of the largest Christian denomination in the 
world, as a church leader of extraordinary commitment 
in questions of moral principles. Time and again, on 
visits to Eastern Europe, South America and elsewhere, 
he has startled blase onlookers with his outspoken refusal 
to make compromises with political expediency. Proba- 
bly no international figure was so influential as he in 
crystallizing the growing consensus of the 1980's against 
terrorism, which he once descnbed as “the modern 
barbarism.” 


It was therefore to be expected that on his visit to five 
southern Afncan countries this week, the pope would 
make his usual forthright declarations on topical issues 
of concern in the region. And so he did. He reiterated his 
condemnation of apartheid as a racist vision of human 
inequality. At the same time, he implicitly rejected a 
justification of violent change made by President 
Mugabe of Zimbabwe at the weekend. 


The leaders of southern Africa, the pontiff said, “have a 
duty before history to resolve their differences by peace- 
ful means.” Only a negotiated settlement could bring 
true peace and justice mn South Afnca, and the task of the 
church, he told a meeting of southern African bishops. 
was “to promote authentic reconcihation.” 


The church had to encourage a Christian response to 
issues. It was wrong in principle to boycott elections; and 
instead of sanctions, alternatives “more worthy of man™ 
should be sponsored 


The standpoints were unequivocal. At a time when vague- 
ness. prevarication and endless qualifications too often 
leave South Afncans wondering about the views of church- 
men and their political role, Pope John Paul once again 
spoke out clearly and firmly. Whatever the political con- 
siderations might be. he said in effect. the task of the 
church and churchmen was to give a “Christian response.” 
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The pope’s remarks on this historic tour of southern 
Afnca will strike a chord among all peop!e of humane 
instincts. It 1s clear already thal sancthons are causing 
extensive harm to the least developed sectors of South 
Afnican society. Apart from the toll in jobs lost. during 
the next 5 years socioeconomic programs amounting to 
R49.5 billion will have to be deferred to some later 
penod. 


As for politics, any doctrine that would impose inequal- 
uy between people can clearly not be tolerated. But 
change cannot lie on the path of violence and rejection of 
negotiation and reform through constitutionally created 
Cemocratic institutions. The church has a role to play in 
the development of a stable and prospering South Africa. 
in which human dignity and democratic values are 
honored and continually strengthened. In his resolute 
restatement of the moral precepts derived from the 
Christian faith. the pope has set an example for which all 
South Africans may be grateful. 


Politicians To Meet ANC, Soviets in FRG 
MB1109103888 Johanneshure THE SUNDAY STAR 
in English 11 Sep 88 p 1 


[By Political Correspondent Donald Blair] 


[Text] Eighteen leading politicians and academics— 
mostly Afrikaners—announced they were flying to West 
Germany next month to meet top ANC officials as well 
as eminent Soviets. 


The meeting, which will be held in the same week as 
South Afnca’s controve;sial and sensitive municipal 
elections, 1s certain to spark fresh fury from Government 
and rightwing circ’ -s. 


It comes right on top of the furor over Transvaal rugby 
boss Louis Luyt’s meeting with the ANC and after 
repeated Government warnings that it 1s totally against 
such talks. 


First Government reaction to the new talks came from 
Dr Stoffel van der Merwe. the Minister of Information, 
who said: “The Government's view is very clear. We 
cannot approve talks with those who are blowing up our 
people in Wimpy Bars.” 


His reaction mirrors the anger over Mr Luyt’s mecting in 
which the Transvaal rugby boss and Dr Danie Craven. 
president of the South Afncan Rugby Board, faced 
emotional and heated condemnation from the Govern- 
ment and its press 


Next month's talks are the latest in a series of meetings 
between South Afmcans and the ANC. including last 
year’s meeting in Dakar and this vear's talks. 


The South African delegation will consist largely of 
eminent academics from the major universities, as well 
as political figures such as Mr Wynand Malan. leader of 
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the National Democratic Movement, and Dr Fredenk 
van Zy! Slabbert. former PFP leader and director of 
IDASA [Institute for a Democratic Alternative for South 
Afnca] 


One of the academics invited, Professor Sampie Terre- 
blanche, the Stellenbosch University economist who 
rebelled against the Nats last year, told THE SUNDAY 
STAR that he was particularly interested in meeting 
Soviet academics as he lectured third year and post- 
graduate students in economic systems. 


The ANC delegation will be led by us Information 
Officer. Mr Thabo Mbeki. 


Another academic who was invited but who has pulled out 
of the conference due to pnor commiimen’s, is Professor 
Wimpie de Klerk, professor of political communications at 
Rand Afnkaans University, former ediior of RAPPORT 
and brother of Transvaal Nat leader, Mr F.W. de Klerk, 
who strongly opposes talks with the ANC. 


Professor De Klerk said this weekend that he supported 
the idea of the conference as meetings to achieve closer 
understanding were in tune with the spint of the times. 


Professor De Klerk pointed out that such meetings were 
discussions and not negotiations, as negotiations could 
only happen between people who had power. 


Dr Philip Nel, director of the Stellenbosch Insitute for 
Soviet Studies who has himself visited Moscow, has 
played a mayor role in organising the conference. 


South Afnmcan participants are likely to include Stellen- 
bosch academics Professors Wille Esterhuyse, Willey 
Breytenbach. Hennie Kotze, Gerhard Erasmus and Jan- 
nie Gagiano. Professors Laurie Schlemmer (WITS) [Uni- 
versity of Witwatersrand] and John Barratt of the Insti- 
tute of International Affairs, and Professor Deon 
Geldenhuys trom RAU (Rand Afrikaans University]. 


The Soviet participants are to include Professor Geb 
Staruschenko and Professor Victor Goncharov of the 
Afncan Institute at the Soviet Academy of Sciences, and 
possibly the Soviet ambassador to Lesotho. Mr Boris 
Asovyan. 


There 1s no South Afncan Government involvemeni in 
the conference, to be held at the Fnedrnch Nauman 
Foundation in Munich 
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But news of the conference coincided this week with an 
announcement that the Government welcomed the new 
realism in the Soviet Union towards the complexities of 
southern Afmca, while at the same time savaging Lours 
Luyt for recent contact with the ANC. 


Next month’s conference 1s believed to be the first 
meeting between South Afmcans and the ANC at which 
eminent Soviet Afnca experts will also participate. 


Topics at the conference are said to include Soviet and 
South Afncan perceptions of each other and problems of 
national unity in both countnes, which have many 
different ethnic groups. 


Ministry Says Tutu’s Actions To Be Investigated 
MBI209190188 Johannesburg Television in Afrikaans 
1800 GMT 12 Sep 8&8 


[Text] A spokesman for the law and order ministry, 
Brigadier Leon Mellet, says Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s 
actions last Sunday are being investigated fully with a 
view to possible legal steps. Brigadier Mellet reacted to 
comment by the Conservative Party spokesman on jus- 
tice. Mr Chris de Jager. that the government should 
charge Bishop Tutu for calling for a boycott of the 
municipal elections. 


The spokesman says Minister Adnaan Viok has taken 
note of the CP statement and the dossier will be pre- 
sented to the attorney-general for his decision 


‘No Incidents’ in LU mtata’s Biko Commemoration 
WB] 309063488 Johanneshure SAP A in Enelish 
2034 GMT 12 Sep 88 


[Text] Umiata, Sept 12, SAPA—A commemoration of 
the death of Steve Biko was marked by a boycott of 
lectures at the University of Transkei today. There were 
no incidents. 


The management of the Umtatarama Cinema in Umiata 
offered two free showings of the film “Cry Freedom.” 
currently running in the capital. 


Police Unrest Report Notes Arsen Incidents 
WB 1 309062588 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
612 GMT 13 Sep 88 


[Text] Pretona, Sept 13, SAPA—Herewith the overnight 
unrest report as supplied by the police Directorate of 
Public Relations in Pretoria: 


“At Dobsonville (Soweto) arsonists set fire to the store- 
room of a local school causing some damage. In another 
incident in the area, arsonists caused damage to a private 
house. No injuries were reported.” 
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Azgola 


UNITA Reports on “asualties, Fighting 
401209160288 Paris AFP in English 1538 GMI 
12 Sep 88 


[Text] Lisbon, Sept 12 (AFP}—Angolan rebels. fighting 
on despite the withdrawal of South Afncan allied forces. 
said Monday they had killed 45 Angolan government 
soldiers and captured a village on one day last week. 


A communique issued here by the Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola (U NITA) said rebels had seized 
Kalandula in Malange province of northern Angola after 
three hours of heavy fighting last Thursday 


Three government battalions were “routed” losing 35 
dead. the communique said. 


In another attack the same day on Liapeco. 20 kilome- 
ters (12.5 miles) from the southern town of Lubango. 
UNITA forces killed 10 Angolan soldiers and seized 
arms and ammunition. 


UNITA casualties from both operations were four dead 
and |! wounded, the communique said 


4 UNITA communique at the weekend said the rebels 
had killed 17 government soldiers in the capture of two 
army garrisons at Mulo in Malange province and Lunge 
in Huambo province last Wednesday and Thursday 


South Afnca withdrew the last of its troops from Angola 
last month as part of peace negotiations aimed at ending 
Cuban military involvement in Angola and granting 
independence to Namibia. 


Malawi 


RSA‘s P.W. Botha Arrives on ‘Private Visit’ 
WB 209190288 Blantyre Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 12 Sep 88 


[Text] The South Afnican state president, Mr Pieter 
Botha, arrived in the country this evening for a private 
visit after holding talks earlier in Mozambique with 
President Joaquim Chissano. Speaking during a brief 
press conference on arrival in | tlongwe, President boiiia 
said he was looking forward to meeting the life president. 


On his discussions with President Chissano earlier in the 
day. President Botha said there had been a full in the 
relations between the two countnes and that [word 
indistinct] today revived discusions under the Nkomati 
Accord signed in 1984 aimed at enhancing cooperation 
between the two countnes. 


He descnbed the talks as very fruitful and said 
(progress) had been made in some aspects of bilateral 
cooperation, which, he said. will also benefit the entire 
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southern Afmca region. Presiden’ Botha particularly 
menuoncd the Cahora Bassa hydroelectric scheme and 
the Maputo Harbor as areas which were specifically 
discussed 


On the cuestuion of Namibia, President Botha said that 
his government was continuing its contacts and dialogue 
to resolve the problem. He added that South Afnca was 
ready to comply with the United Nations resolution on 
Namubia 


Holds Talks With Banda 
4178] 309123088 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
1224 GMT 13 Sep AS 


[Text] Mzuzu Malawi Sept | 3 SAPA—South Africa and 
Malawi today confirmed their relationship of co-opera- 
tron. The announcement was made by the state presi- 
dent. Mr P.W. Botha. after talks with the Malawian 
president. Dr Kamuzu Banda. 


President Botha also announced that Malawi debts to 
South Africa would [be] rescheduled and that the South 
Afncan Government would grant 3000 tons of maize of 
aid [to] Mozambican refugees in Malawi. 


Mr Botha and his entourage received red carpet treat- 
ment after arriving by air in the northern town of Mzuzu. 
where President Banda 1s holding the annual convention 
of his Malawi: Congress Party 


The statement by South African foreign minister, Mr Pik 
Botha, said the president had bnefed Dr Banda on his 
talks with President Joaquim Chissano in Mozambique 
yesterday 


“As a gesture of goodwill and token of the longstanding 
friendship between South Afnca and Malawi. and know- 
ing of the strain on the Malawi economy by the presence 
of displaced people from Mozambique, the state presi- 
dent announced a grant of 3000 tons of maize and a 
rescheduling of Malawian debt on terms agreeable to 
both parties,” the statement said. 


Dr Banda and Mr Botha had private discussions on 
bilateral relations, regional economic development and 
co-operation and regional security. Both leaders reaf- 
firmed their long standing friendly relationship and that 
of their countries 


After the talks, President Botha congratulated President 
Panda on his clean and efficiently administered country 
President Banda said after the meeting he wished to 
make it clear that he stood by his policy of contact and 
cordial relationship with South Afnca. He has been 
vilified by other Afncan leaders since 1964 when he 
ignored calls to break off relations with South Afnca 
Things had changed a great dea! in South Afinca since his 
last visit there. He said Malawi had been neglected when 
he had taken over from the colonial powers 
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His three most basic goais for the country had been 
achieved. There was sufficient food for all. Everybody went 
decently dressed ard lived in a “house that does not leak” 


This afternoon Mr Botha ends his two-day tour with a 
boat tnp at Monkey Bay on Lake Malawi, before return- 
ing &) South Afnmca 


Nlozambique 


Presidents P.W. Botha, Chissano Meet at Songe 
MBI20915 3888 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 'S00 GMT 1. Sep 88 


[Text] President P_W. Botha of South Afnnca and Pres:- 
dent Joaquin: Chissano of Mozambique have toured the 
Cahora Bassa Dam in northern Mozambique. The two 
leaders met at Songo in a remote area of north-western 
Mozambique 


It is Mr Botha’s first meeting with a Frontlire State 
leader since he and the late President Samora Mache! 
signed the Nkomat: non-aggression pact in March 1984. 
Mr Mache! was killed in an air crash in October 1986. 


The official Mozambique news agency, AIM. said Mr 
Chissano was al the airport at Songo to welcome Mr Botha 
and his delegation. Mr Botha 1s expected to discuss more 
proposals for peaceful coexistence and economic coopera- 
tion between South Afnca and Mozambique with Mr 
Chissano 


Frequent attacks by the Renamo anti-government war- 
lords on the 1.600-k:ilometer transmission line from the 
Cahora Dam have cut ¢ »wer supplies to South Afinca 


Radio RSA’s political correspondent says the mecting 
near Cahora Bassa assumed special significance against 
the background of talks to find a solution in Angola and 
Namma. Mozambique vould play an important role in 
providing momenium to the peace talks in the southern 
Afncan region 


Earlier this year, President Chissano’s special emmisary. 
General Jacinto Veloso, visited President Botha in Cape 
Town. The agreement on closer cooperation between the 
two countries has resulted in the meeting at Songo 


Following his meeting with President Chissano, Presi- 
dent Botha will fly to Malawi where he will hold talks 
with President Banda. President Banda is a great sup- 
porter of dialogue with South Afnca and had long 
advocated closer contact with this country. 
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Botha: RSA Will Not Aid Bandits 
WB1209180888 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 12 Sep &8 


[Text] Today. South Afncan President Pieter Botha gave 
assurances that he will not help the armed bandits. This 
was disclosed by President Joaquim Alberto Chissano 
during a press conference at the end of talks with Soutn 
Afmcan President Pieter Botha in Songo today 


Asked by a journalist whether these assurances could not 
be compared with the Nkomat: Accord’s assurances, 
President Joaguim Chissano said there 1s the need to 
build mutual trust in order to advance the peace process 


In turn, President Pieter Botha said that the armed 
bandits should renounce violence and observe the 
amnesty law. Songo marks the resumption of good 
relations, economic cooperation and the improvement 
of conditions in both countries, Pieter Botha stressed 


According to President Joaquim Alberto Chissano, this 
will not be the last meeting of its kind to discuss views, 
develp goodneighborliness and contribute to the resolu- 
tion of contlict in southern Africa 


President Joaquim Chissano and Pieter Botha met alone 
for 90 minutes. After that, the talks included the two 


delegations. 


At the talks. the delegations discussed the supply of 
Cahora Bassa Dam’s energy to South Afnca, and the 
rehabilitation, promotion and use of Maputo Harbor 
and the entire railroad system between Mozambique and 
South Afnnca 


According to a press release, issues involving iabor 
relations and the employment of Mozambican miners in 
South Africa were also discussed 


The press release also mentioned, as a point in the 
meeting's agenda, the issue of Mozambican properties 
which formerly belonged to South Afncan citizens 


It should be noted that the meetings between the two 
delegations occurred in a cordial atmosphere. However. 
this does not clear all the major doubts. 


Shortly before leaving Songo. as the two presidents 
saluted the people who spontancously assembled around 
the airstrip, President Joaquim Chissano said, quote, Do 
you want to know what President Botha has come to do 
here’? He has come to cooperate and help improve the 
situation. Now. he will have to fulfill his promises, 
unquote 


But, from the crowd, a vorwe was heard saying: We will 
see whether he's telling the truth 
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The Songo meeting was scheduled to end at 1400, but it 
continued throughout the afternoon. It ended with a 
luncheon attended by presidents Chissano and Botha 
and their delegations. 


The Mozambican delegation to the talks included 
Armando Guebuza, Jacinto Veloso, Oscar Monteiro, 
Aguiar Mazula, Major General Domingos Fondo, and 
Lieutenant General Tobias Dai. 


The South African delegation included Foreign Affairs 
Minister Roelof Botha; Defeiise Minister Magnus 
Malan; and Neil van Heerden, director general in the 
South African ministry of foreign affairs. 


We are reporting moments after the arrival of President 
Joaquim Chissano and his delegation in the Mozambi- 
can capital. 


Issue Joint Communique 
MB1209182088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1819 GMT 12 Sep 88 


[Text] Songo, Mozambique Sept 12 SAPA—Today’s 
talks between the state president, Mr P.W. Botha and 
President Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique ended in a 
note of hope and co-operation, the two heads of state 
said in a joint communique after their two-hour meeting. 


Today’s was their first face-to-face meeting and Mr 
Botha’s first meeting with an African leader beyond 
South African borders. 


In a plenary session at which their delegations were 

present, several matters of common interest were dis- 

cussed, according to the joint statement. These matters 

included: 

—re-activation and re-enforcement of Nkomati Accord 
and the promotion of the spirit of the accord, 

—road and railway connections between South Africa 
and Mozambique, 
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—upgrading of Maputo Harbour and the promotion of 
its use, 

—the Cahora Bassa scheme and provision of power io 
South Africa, 

—dquestions of labour relations and the employment of 
Mozambican mineworkers in South Africa, 

—the monument of Voorttrekker leader Louis Tri- 
chaardt and the celebration of the 150th anniversary 
of his death, and, 

—the question of properties in Mozambique formerly 
owned by South African citizens. 


The communique said the talks had taken place in a 
fruitful and cordial atmosphere. 


Smaller expert commissions would be formed to deal 
with bilateral issues of fundamental importance such as 
labour, economic cooperation and trade. 


Both presidents reaffirmed their commitments to peace, 
stability and cooperation. They emphasised that bilat- 
eral relations between their countries should be built “‘on 
the positive aspects they had in common.” 


At an impromptu news conference late this afternoon, 
Mr Botha confirmed he had invited President Chissano 
to South Africa. 


President Chissano said today’s talks were just the first 
of more to come. Replying to a question, he said it would 
in future be possible to protect the Cahora Bassa power- 
lines to South Africa. 


He said South Africa had given guarantees that “they 
will not help Renamo.” 


Speaking to journalists the cha:~man of the construction 
firm which built Cahora Bassa said the contractors 
would start work to repair pylons at the beginning of next 
year. 


About 524 pylons had been destroyed on the Mozambi- 
can side of the border. The powerlines would be rebuilt 
in about year, he said. 
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Ghana 


Official on Purpose, Procedure of Elections 
AB1209215988 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 12 Sep 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] In November, nearly 7 years after the PNDC 
government took over in Ghana, people will be able to 
vote for the first time in a nationwide district council 
elections. Although the exact date has not been 
announced, the electoral rules have been published. 
District secretaries, appointed by the government, will 
run the elections, and the assemblies which will be set up 
afterwards. But the government's election plans have led 
to questions about whether the district elections will be 
followed by regional and then, perhaps, national politics. 
In Accra, David Hargey asked the secretary for local 
government, Kwamena Ahwoi, why the government has 
decided to start the electoral process at the bottom. 


[Begin recording] [Ahwoi] Historically, we have always 
started from the top by having Ghanaians elect their 
central governments and these have lasted, on the aver- 
age, about 2 and '2 years. We think that if we can 
structure the bottom and stabilize the bottom, we may be 
able to build even stronger levels on the basis of what we 
are able to achieve at the bottom. 


[Hargey] The origins of the government at the moment 
are military. Nobody has voted for anybody on the 
PNDC, for example. Some ordinary Ghanaians have 
said that, regardless of what they think the government is 
doing. They mean that government [words indistinct] to 
do it. There is the problem of legitimacy. Now is that a 
worry that the government itself has? Is that part of the 
thinking behind the district level elections coming up? 


[4hwoi] When you talk about legitimacy, you make it 
sound as if there is only one form of legitrmacy. There is 
political legitimacy, there is economic legitimacy, there 
is social legitimacy. Now, legitimacy, afterall, depends 
on the perspective from which you are looking at it. 
There is electoral legitimacy, yes. But one cannot say that 
the Queen of England is not legitimate because she is not 
elected. 


[Hargey] Now the government presents the district level 
elections as a way of involving ordinary Ghanaians in 
the grassroots of government. Can anybody stand as a 
candidate? 


{[Ahwoi] Well, there are qualifications. First of all, you 
must be a citizen. Secondly, you must be over 18 years of 
age. Thirdly, you must have paid all your rates and taxes. 
Fourthly, if you are a professional person, you should not 
have been disqualified or debarred from your profes- 
sional association, and fifthly, you must be of sound 
mind. 
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{Hargey] And what does that mean? 
{[Ahwoi}j You must not be a certified lunatic. 


[Hargey] So if somebody who, for example, is a popular 
trade union organizer who thinks the IMF policies in the 
country are completely misconceived, then would he be 
allowed to stand? 


{Ahwoi] Yes, he can stand on any platform or oppose any 
policies. There is no restriction. 


{Hargey] Let’s say 20 people apply to stand in one 
district. How many people actually are allowed to take 
part in the election? 


[Ahwoi] There is a proposal that there will be the 
equivalent of primaries to cut down the number to five. 
The primaries will operate this way: There will be a 
general meeting of all qualified voters in an electoral 
area. At that meeting the list of those who have put 
themselves up will be put to a vote at the general 
meeting, and then the first five will qualify to contest the 
election which will subsequently be held by secret ballot. 


[Hargey}] Now, another aspect of the election which has 
caused some discussion is that lack of any political 
parties at all. Why can’t Ghanaians who want to have 
political parties have them? After all, they are the ones 
who are supposed to have the power. 


[Ahwoi] We have had our experience with political 
parties. While no decision has been taken as to whether 
or not we are going to have political parties in the future, 
for the moment, we think that in a national democratic 
exercise to reorganize our resource, we do not need 
parties at the moment. 


[Hargey] So what is the reason? 


[Ahwoi] Well, | have told you that we have had our 
historical experiences with political parties. It is like 
asking me what is the reason for Nigeria holding elec- 
tions without parties at the district level. We have 
decided as policy that at the district level instead of 
polarization, we need all the people together, because at 
that level it is the total developmental effort of the 
people in the district that we require. 


{ Hargey] So (presumably), there is some central control 
over the candidates, because candidates who want to 
stand as members of politcal parties can’t. 


[Ahwoi] You see, the problem with those of you who are 
used to one form of government is that you can't 
appreciate any other form of government. I am saying 
that there is no central control. I am saying that the basic 
problems of the district remains about the same. It’s a 
problem of shelter, it’s the problem of development, it’s 
the problem of schools, it’s the problem of... [changes 
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thought] When you come to talking of marshalling 
material resources in the district to provide these facili- 
ties, ideology becomes irrelevant at that level. [end 
recording] 


Liberia 


Guinea’s Conte Pays Visit; Discusses Cooperation 
AB1209214988 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 12 Sep 88 


[Text] The president of the Republic of Guinea, Briga- 
dier General Lansan Conte, today paid a 1-day official 
working visit of friendship to Liberia at the invitation of 
the president of the Republic of Liberia, Dr Samuel 
Kanyon Doe. An Executive Mansion release issued 
today said the visit afforded the two presidents the 
opportunity to review in an atmosphere of cordiality, 
matters of mutual interest pertaining to the future 
strengthening of relations between the two countries. To 
this end, the two leaders expressed their willingness to 
work together for the establishment of a joint air and 
land transport system between the two countries. The 
modalities are to be worked out between the responsible 
agencies in respective countries, the release said. The 
two leaders briefly mentioned the continued viability of 
the Mount (Figui) project. 


The two heads of state expressed their full support for 
the Mano River Union and the Economic Community of 
West African States and rededicated themselves anew to 
the full implementation of the aims and objectives of 
those organizations. Having discussed African and world 
problems in general, the two presidents reaffirmed their 
determination to work together for the complete libera- 
tion of Africa, for the enhancement of cooperation 
among Africa states, and for world peace, the release 
said. 


Detained U.S. Citizens Seek Legal Counsel 
AB1009212888 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
17.9 GMT 10 Sep 88 


[Text] Mrs Justine Bush, the wife of one of the two 
Americans connected with the alleged Podier plot, was 
expected to arrive in Monrovia last evening to retain a 
lawyer to represent the two Americans in the upcoming 
trial. According to the DAILY OBSERVER newspaper 
yesterday, Mr Bush has contacted Counselor Joseph 
Finley as legal counsel to represent the two Americans. 
Counselor Finley has also confirmed this according to 
the OBSERVER. 


Further Reportage on Ongoing Treason Trial 
AB1009080488 Monrovia Radio ELW‘A in English 
2000 GMT 9 Sep 88 


[Text] A witness for the defendants in the ongoing 
treason trial, Mr Edward Grant, today testified that he 
received a note from Mr Harold Ndana, in which he. 
Ndana, said he did not confess the names of Counselor 
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Ceaphar Mabande and Gabriel Kpolleh in his testimony. 
According to the LIBERIAN NEWS AGENCY, Mr 
Harold Ndana is one of the state witnesses in the treason 
trial. Mr Grant also said the note revealed that the names 
of the two codefendants were confessed by one Mrs 
Sarah Lawrence and (John Weah) and not he, Ndana, as 
was being circulated around town. Mr Grant said he was 
an acquaintance of Counselor Mabande and Kpolleh and 
that he was a founding member of the banned Liberia 
Unification Party. 


University Release on Situation on Campuses 
AB0909200688 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1709 GMT 9 Sep 88 


[Text] A release from the University of Liberia’s [UL] 
administration today said the administration was 
impressed with the significant increase in class atten- 
dance on all campuses of the university. However, the 
release said the university administration regrets the 
isolated incidents which briefly disrupted classes this 
afternoon on the main campus of the university. No 
details were given about the incidents but UL adminis- 
tration says efforts to return to normalcy are continuing. 


Meanwhile, the midterm exams, which were scheduled 
to begin next week, have been postponed to enable 
students to catch up with their lessons and professors are 
urged to use their discretion in evaluating the academic 
progress of their students. Meanwhile, the | 1-man com- 
mittee of the University of Liberia Faculty Association 
Says it has begun negotiations to settle the current crisis 
at the university. A release signed by the committee's 
president, Moses Nangbeh, appealed to students to 
return to classes. 


Nigeria 


Constituent Assembly Groups Said Raising Concern 
AB1209214688 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 12 Sep 88 


[Text] A list of those found to be engaging in political 
activities while the ban on politics is still in force is being 
compiled by the National Electoral Commission [NEC]. 
Such people will not be allowed to contesi in any 
elections during the transition period. Political Corre- 
spondent Gbenga Onoyiga says that the action 1s not 
unconnecied with reports of formation of associations by 
some members of the Constituent Assembly in Abuja, as 
well as secret meetings taking place in different parts of 
the country. 


[Begin Onoyiga recording] Groups in Abuja include 
Youth Forum, Consensus, the Progressives, the Indepen- 
dents, and the Democratic Front. Although the brains 
behind these groups claim that there were no political 
motives underlying their formation, political observers 
however believe that the associations have all the trap- 
pings of politics. In what appears to be a reaction to these 
developments, the director of public affairs of NEC, Mr 
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Tony Rediah, said that anyone found to be contravening 
the ban on politics will be disqualified from contesting 
elections. He said that the human rights posture of the 
government will not be an excuse for anyone to disregard 
the laws of the land. And, as the director put it, not 
jumping the gun ts a law of the land. 


Part Two, Section 8, Subsection 2 of the Transition to 
Civil Rule Political Program Decree No. 19 of 1987 
provides that any person who fronts, manages, takes part 
in, Or encourages the formation or management of any 
association, body, or group having a political objective, 
prior to the lifting of the ban on political activities, 
except in accordance with the provisions of this decree, 
shall be guilty of an offense punishable under the provi- 
sions of Subsection 4 of this section, and Subsection 4 
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States that any person found guilty of an offence under 
the section shall be liable upon conviction to a term of 
imprisonment not exceeding 5 years, without an option 
of fine. It will be recalled that President Ibrahim 
Babangida, in a broadcast to mark the third year anni- 
versary of his administration, reminded the public that 
the ban on partisan politics was still in force. He warned 
those he described as surrogates of banned politicians 
that they might suffer the same fate. | am Gbenga 
Onoyiga. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, the NEC has said that no deposits will be 
required for claims and objections during the torthcom- 
ing revision of the voter’s register. The decision is to 
generate more public interest in the exercise. 


